


















Celebrating the Partnership with MAP





Dr. Emad Adly


Throughout time, Mediterranean has never been conceived as a mere geographical , marine, coastal area nor has it ever been perceived as another patch on a chart. It has always been considered by all the nations overlooking and sharing it as a cultural, historical, economic and social value. The Mediterranean has always been there as a witness to all the historical development, whether positive or negative, of all the countries located on it. The Mediterranean was the launching pad of Rome’s colonialist imperialist aspirations. Moreover, it witnessed the French expeditions led by Napoleon Bonaparte. Besides, it played the role of the intermediary in many of the great Islamic conquests.


The Mediterranean has always been a source of prosperity for all its peoples , a trove of wealth. It was, also, a good channel for transferring the cultures of all its people. It acquired such a status from the cultural and social characteristics of the people living on its shores. Since it was a bridge for the cultures and a melting pot for all its peoples and the result was a combination that could be called the Mediterranean mix.    


Thirty years ago, the Mediterranean countries woke up to a new dimension that supports their existence and permanence, namely the environmental dimension. As the Mediterranean region is characterized with unique features that are common among the Mediterranean countries.


Hence, came the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) into being in 1975 to unite all the countries of the region in a single vision; namely the protection of such a great sea and its identity from pollution so that its gifts and offering to the countries might never cease. Furthermore, the aim of MAP was to strengthen ties and bonds 

















among the countries of the region through their participation in facing up to all kinds of challenges including environmental, economic, and social.


As a matter of fact, the challenges have increased gravely during the past decades, particularly, in the light of the yawning discrepancies between the economic and social conditions of the north and south countries of the Mediterranean. This gave MAP more prominence as it became a means to overcome all obstacles and exert all out efforts to inculcate a spirit of joint cooperation to protect the Mediterranean.


Undoubtedly, the most successful approach lies basically in specifying the challenges and the means of confronting them. Unfortunately, the challenges are numerous and to state a few examples, in the countries of southern Mediterranean there are prominent problems of: over-urbanization on the expense of fertile arable lands, high salinity levels and scarcity of water which ultimately leads to the increase of the rates of desertification specially in dry and semi- arid lands. Meanwhile, most of the countries of northern Mediterranean enjoy abundance of water and rich economies.


In southern Mediterranean countries, in addition to the growing rates of environmental degradation and low economic standards, the issue of war features prominently as one major threat and challenge particularly in volatile areas; as in the case of the Palestinian territories. Moreover, the increasing rates of terrorism poses as a major challenge. Here, the industry of peace making features as a strategic option with a huge positive environmental potentials. Such potentials can never be achieved on the Mediterranean arena without enhancing of cooperation between the governments within the framework of MAP and giving more attention to the MAP’s Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development (MCSD). Such a Commission has really established a true sense of partnership between the governments and the organizations of the civil society through drafting an ambitious plan to achieve such development.  Such a strategy lacks nothing but implementation to materialize the aspirations pinned on the MAP to bridge the gap between the countries located in the north and the south of the Mediterranean and realize the sought for sustainable development.




















The Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) Reality versus Hope











They participate on an equal footing. Initiatives have been taken, within the framework of the Barcelona Convention.


common efforts to save the Mediterranean sea and to work together towards its sustainable development.


Through this north-south cooperation southern Mediterranean countries have been able to develop their human and technical capacities to address environmental problems. They have benefited from technical expertise and the transfer of knowledge that enabled them to join forces with all the countries in the region to address common problems for mutual benefit.  This was a win-win process.


A very important characteristic of the Mediterranean Action Plan is the active participation of non-governmental organizations in its activities.  Over the years MAP has established cooperation and partnership with a number of NGOs primarily within the region.  Assistance is provided for them to implement projects related to MAP objectives.  They participate actively in the various initiatives taken by MAP and are represented on the MCSD.  NGOs are considered as very useful partners because they represent a very important component of civil society.

















30th Anniversary of the Mediterranean Action Plan





Mr. Paul Mifsud





This year marks the 30th Anniversary of the Mediterranean Action Plan, a regional arrangement to address environmental problems common to the countries in the Mediterranean Sea.  It was in 1975 that representatives of the Mediterranean coastal states met in Barcelona upon the initiative of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and agreed on a programme of action to prevent and reduce pollution in the Mediterranean. They realised at the time that unless concerted action was taken the marine environment would deteriorate, posing a threat to the social and economic well-being of the people living around its shores.  With hindsight one can say how right these representatives were.


In order to give legal backing to their activities, in 1975 the Mediterranean countries signed the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution, commonly known as the Barcelona Convention and two other Protocols.  Today, the Convention and six Protocols, form the legal basis of the Mediterranean Action Plan. 


This legal framework was revised in 1995 in order to  widen its remit to address sustainable development issues.  This led to the setting up of the Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development within MAP as an advisory body for the promotion of sustainable development policies in the region where civil society participates on an equal footing.


What is unique about the Mediterranean Action Plan is that over the years it has brought together developing and developed countries from the south and north of the Mediterranean to address common problems irrespective of  their cultural historical and political differences.  


























It is worth mentioning to warn of the increasing environmental pressure on the Mediterranean coastal areas within the next years in the light of the increasing tourism traffic on its beaches. Such tourism traffic hit nowadays 137 million tourists and are expected to be doubled within the next few years.


Undoubtedly, the MAP and the Barcelona Convention, signed thirty years ago, are the life buoy and the means of true deliverance of the Mediterranean from all its sufferings, challenges and problems.


The Environmental Forum by marking, in the current edition, the 30th anniversary of the MAP is basically attempting to call for more adoption of such Plan and of the six Barcelona Protocols with the aim of achieving environmental sanitation in every corner of the Mediterranean countries, particularly the Arab countries, to achieve sustainable development in all the countries of the Mediterranean whether in north or the south. The Environmental Forum is keen on reviewing, in such a context,  the experiences of  Arab governments and NGOs in implementing the MAP. In addition, the Environmental Forum attempts to review the different articles of the 1976 Barcelona Convention that unfortunately has not been put into effect until 2004.


Surely, such reviews would widen the scope of mutual swapping of experience and expertise between the countries and would lead to more interaction.


The Arab Network for the Environment and Development which undertakes such a role is seeking more actualization of the role of Arab Mediterranean countries particularly in terms of NGO participation within the framework of MAP and Barcelona Convention. As the Network endeavours to maximize the role of civil society in providing the needed protection to the Mediterranean and its biodiversity in order to achieve the aspired for objectives through needed self scrutiny to strive for the best and more sustainable for all the future Arab generations. 
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Special Edition 


On the Occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the Barcelona Convention 











MAP aims at assisting member states in controlling marine pollution, formulating the suitable relevant environmental policies in the Mediterranean countries.


Consequently, a scientific strategy was set up to eliminate marine environmental pollution through the integrated coastal management, since 80% of the Mediterranean pollution is generated by land-based activities.


The United Nations Conference of Environment and Development held in Rio De Janeiro in 1992 followed by the Earth Summit in Johannesburg in 2002 are regarded as milestones in the development of MAP. The resolutions of both conferences have been utilized, particularly in relevance to (Agenda 21), for the development of the Mediterranean Action Plan to suit the new international environmental vision. Within this context, the Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development was formed to give impetus to sustainable development in all the countries of the region.


In return, this was reflected on the MAP main goals: ensuring the means of sustainable development of the marine environment and the land resources of the Mediterranean; preserving the marine and coastal ecosystems, protecting the flora and fauna and the ecological heritage; strengthening the integration among the countries of the region to maintain its resources and manage them sustainably to safeguard the rights of the upcoming generations, in addition to, improving the quality of life in the region.














Barcelona Protocols�


Barcelona Convention has given rise to six protocols for cooperation among the Mediterranean countries. Three protocols focused on the prevention and control of the marine pollution caused by the ships and their illegal discharges in 1976, 1995, 2002 respectively. Furthermore, another protocol was concluded in 1995 to preserve the biodiversity and natural reserves and protected areas. Subsequently, another protocol was concluded to protect the Mediterranean from any exploration and exploitation activities in the continental shelf, the coastal areas, its seabed and subsoil. A final protocol was Barcelona Convention has given rise to six protocols for cooperation among the Mediterranean countries. Three protocols focused on the prevention and control of the marine pollution caused by the ships and their illegal discharges in 1976, 1995, 2002 respectively. Furthermore, another protocol was concluded in 1995 to preserve the biodiversity and natural reserves and protected areas. Subsequently, another protocol was concluded to protect the Mediterranean from any exploration and exploitation activities in the continental shelf, the coastal areas, its seabed and subsoil. A final protocol was signed to protect the Mediterranean from the pollution of the transboundary movement hazardous waste and its disposal.


In order to ensure the effective implementation of the protocols a number of administrative bodies have been established: 











the Ministerial Commission comprising 22 minister of environment from the member states. The Ministerial Commission is to follow up the progress of the plan and Barcelona Convention. The commission holds biannual ministerial meetings to review and amend the general policies and approve budgets.


Main National Focal Points were, also, establish ed. Each member state is to appoint a number of senior officials to follow up the implementation of the plans and programmes. Such officials are to hold biannual meetings to review the progress of the plan. In addition to the Rotating Bureau comprising six representatives from the member states who are elected. They are to guide and advise the MAP secretariat in the plan implementation and preparation of periodical meetings. The representatives of the bureau meet biannually. The current representatives are from : Germany, Algeria, Egypt, European Union, France and Italy.


Furthermore, MAP Coordinating Unit was created to play the role of the secretariat and follow-up the implementation of all legal documents and activities, which are all diplomatic tasks.


The Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable development was setup in 1996 to enhance sustainable development in the countries of the region.


The Programme for the Assessment and Control of Pollution in the Mediterranean Region, created in 1975, represents the competent management body responsible for the reduction of coastal pollution.














The Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP), ratified in 1975, is still considered the key environmental reference and mechanism that led to the optimum environmental cooperation among the various countries on the Basin of the Mediterranean, especially with the numerous similarities in the environmental characteristics of the Mediterranean region. Then, the Barcelona Convention was concluded in 1976 to conserve and protect the Mediterranean Sea, yet it was implemented only in 2004 through MAP. The convention provided MAP with the necessary support and consistent mechanism to achieve the sought after sustainability for the programmes for the protection and preservation of the diverse environmental components of the Mediterranean.











the realization of the dream of a unified sustained Mediterranean catering for the dreams and ambitions inhabitants of its north and south in a healthy environment so as to hand it safely to the future generations.











problems which amplify the environmental deterioration in general in the Mediterranean region.


There are democratic, economic, social and cultural challenges and obstacles to boot. As there is a demographic There are democratic, economic, social and cultural challenges and obstacles to boot. As there is a demographic contradiction between the north and the south, while the rich north is grappling with an increase of the average age bracket, the south is suffering from an explosive overpopulation that would hit a 90% upsurge by 2025 with all its problems of the over depletion of natural resources.


South-North immigration rates have ballooned necessitating the procurement of new ways to provide job opportunities to the frequent waves of immigrants, that led to the surge of the unemployment rates ranging between 8% and 25% among the countries of the region.


On the other hand, there is the unfair distribution of wealth among the peoples of the north and south of the Mediterranean region. Globalization has, also, entailed new prerogatives, foremost among which is the necessity of providing political stability for the Mediterranean countries, enhancing economic cooperation, striving to implement the principle of good governance and environmental protection to enable the countries of the region to confront the challenge of globalization jeopardizing their achievements.


Finally, it is imperative to stress that the Mediterranean Action Plan with all its achievements throughout the past thirty years and its coveted goals remain a strong link in the bid for sustainable development for the Mediterranean countries that would necessarily enable it to face all the challenges and obstacles impeding 











There are six MAP Activity Centres distributed among six Mediterranean cities. Each offering expertise in a specific field of environmental activity.


Field & Partners


MAP is keen on engaging in a number of fields: integrated management of water resources, energy conservation, increasing the usage of new and renewable energy resources, developing the concepts ecotourism, sustainable agriculture, integrated urban development, the integrated management of seas and coastal areas.


MAP cooperates with various partners: Global Environment Fund, United Nations Environmental Programme, World Health Organization, Food Agriculture Organization, international seas organization, European Union and other organizations.


Moreover, ninety  environmental non-governmental organizations (NGO) from the various regions have joined MAP. Some of these NGOs are involved in raising the environmental awareness on the local and national levels, while others operate on the Mediterranean regional level and focus more on addressing numerous common environmental problems.





Challenges and Obstacles 





Although Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) was launched thirty years ago, yet many challenges and problems persist. Environmental challenges come in the fore: unrestrained urban development and its impact on the arable lands; increased salinity in the agricultural lands; escalation of the desertification threatening 80% the dry or semi arid lands in the region; the climatic change and its subversive effects; scarcity of water in a number of the Mediterranean countries; deterioration of the living and health conditions; rise of the air pollution in the coastal areas and other environmental











Mediterranean Action Plan Efforts to Achieve


Sustainable Development with Egypt














H.E Eng. Maged Gorge


The Minister of the Environment 





The World Summit of Sustainable Development has been convened during 2002 in Guhansberg in which a plan of implementation has been emerged that stipulates the necessity of establishing national strategies of Sustainable Development in each country of the world, responsible of coordination with the other sectors and ministries of environment in theses countries.


MAP has included environmental dimension as one of the main bases of development policies in member states and which represented in Sustainable development. MAP has adopted these policies since 1995 which is considered the second phase of MAP. Then MAP established Mediterranean Committee for Sustainable Development through which Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development has been emerged with four objectives: 


Achieving economical Development through benefiting from the assets owned by the Mediterranean States, Minimizing Social differences through applying development goals for the Millennium, Changing Unsustainable production and Consumption Sources, achieving good governance on the regional, national and 


local levels. These goals can be ensured by activating polices through out seven fields. The strategyconsidered these fields with priority for applying Sustainable Development policies in the following fields; Seas, coastal areas, urban regions,rural 








Thinking of Sustainable Development as a concept started during the conference of Development and Environment convened in 1972 in Stockholm to incorporate Environmental dimensions with Development Activities, after that came Rio Conference in 1992 through which the United Nation Environmental Programmes agreements have been declared in the fields of climate change, desertification and bio diversity, which has been called Rio Conventions. Also the declaration of 21 Century Agenda which motivates methods of achieving sustainable development, particularly the eighth chapter  that stipulates the necessity of drawing government on National Strategies concerned with Sustainable Development.














and agricultural regions, water resources, energy and climate change, transportation, tourism. sustainable development are as follows:


The National Strategy composed of policies and indicators taking into consideration Egyptian National properties which is implemented through institutional framework, it is worthy mentioned that this national strategy will not conflict with Mediterranean strategy policies.


These steps of laying out National Strategy for Laying national vision about sustainable development, laying national directives about sustainable development, laying institutional framework represented in a secretariat then a national committee, laying a document of about 20-25 pages include the strategy, methods of applying the plan through defining national indicators.


In the framework of MAP, blue plan designed 130 indicators on the level of Mediterranean Sea region to measure the range of progress in implementing policies and plans in the following fields to achieve sustainable development:


Health improvement, protecting water resources, nationalization of energy consumption, finance and its resources, investment, transportation, environment, recurring employment chances, heritage protection, enhancing information capacities, housing and urban development ,industry and commerce ,agriculture ,tourism.


Coordination has been made among 15 ministries to benefit from 34 indicators on the national level they are: 




















ministries of finance, environment, petroleum, electricity, and energy, domestic development, tourism, social affairs, irrigation and water resources, investment, industry and foreign trade, transportation, housing and utilities, agriculture and land reclamation, foreign affairs, health and population, planning.


Round Arable has been convened in the last session of the workshop to discuss the incorporation of environmental ranges in the ministries and the methods of how the environmental departments in these ministries work. Ministries of foreign affairs, internal affairs, irrigation and water resources, local development, health and population, transportation, sector of naval transportation, international cooperation, public organization for meteorology, electricity and energy on the national level. There is national plan for environment (2002-2017) which has been endorsed by the prime minister as it has been prepared through consultations with the different Ministries.


Taking in consideration Sustainable Development ranges through the balancing between social and economical aspects of the proposed environmental projects to face environmental challenges.

















The Arab Office for Youth and Environment (AOYE) in Egypt and a long history in the protection of the Environment of the Mediterranean 











Youth competed in various competitions that all takes place around the celebration topic and the way of the desertification combating.  .. Also it took place on this day the agriculture of a garden with the center for the exercise of a material role in spreading the green color and the combat of desertification.


AOYE in its all activities and the celebrations emphasized on the protection of the Mediterranean Environment on the declaration of many of the recommendations that got it these occasions and in its introduction of necessity addressing the non-governmental organizations in the Mediterranean Sea countries for the pressure on its governments for the commitment to Barcelona agreement to year 1976 .


AOYE called on many of the occasions also to the necessity of the increase of coordination and the joint cooperation between the non-governmental organizations in the basin countries and especially in the field information exchange.





On the level of European union, the programme of small and medium range environmental priorities ‘SMAP’ in the third phase to include environmental policies in sectoral plans of the subjects integrated management of coastal areas. In that field Egypt has prepared the first workshop in the Arab region to incorporate environmental polices and its integration in the plans of other ministries. Egypt presented some successful experiments which represent the idea of coordination and participation for the sake of including environmental range and achieving sustainable development.


The Ministry of state for Environmental Affairs with the collaboration with UNDP organized a workshop to follow up WEHAB initiative which declared by general secretary of the United Nation during Guhansberg summit, to follow subjects of (water, energy, health, agriculture, biodiversity)on the national level in all countries to fulfil Guhansberg  summit decisions Attended and proceeded by other ministries (agriculture, health, electricity, energy).


The Establishment of the Egyptian water partnership as the first subject of  WEHAB and starting with water to implement Sustainable Development in all sectors the main goal of this is to achieve the " tenth" which is decreasing the rate of persons who does not enjoy receiving potable water by "2015" under, this is considered to be the  the seventh objective of the Millennium objectives (securing environmental Sustainable Development). The department of economical and social Affairs in the section of Sustainable Development in the united nation UNDESA conved in Cairo during December 2004, the Arab regional Workshop in Cairo  "National Strategies for Sustainable Development and its indicators" for achieving Egyptian Capacity building to recognize the requirements of National Strategy for Sustainable Development from technical staff, finance and  coordination among ministries  , in addition to institutional building 


Ministers of environment and planning has been represented and attended by, Ministries of Health and Population, Water resources and irrigation, transportation, Foreign Affairs and local Development.   





For Example, in North Sinai Governorate and specifically in the city of Al-Ariesh overlooking the average and that for the confirmation of the importance of the protection of the Mediterranean Sea from the pollution specially and that it is considered to be from the closed area in the sea and its water is renewed in the average of 80 to 100 years. 


AOYE maintained in all of the occasions the incitement of all of the social sectors on the commitment to Barcelona agreement for the protection of the average environment a national commitment to them . 


Many of North Sinai Governorate schools participated in this celebration in year 2002 where the presentation of arts shows and a play and poems took place and plastic works derived the nature raw materials in the preservation and that all for the purpose of spreading the awareness with the importance of the preservation on the Mediterranean environment.


For the seeking for more effective role to NGOs in spreading the awareness with importance of the items of Mediterranean Action Plan, AOYE carried out in year 2004 the celebration of the same occasion in Cairo Governorate and inside one of the greatest youth gatherings. It was implemented in El-Sahel Youth Center and turned around the way of the desertification combating and the increase of the green area.




















The Arab Office for Youth and Environment (AOYE) since its inception 1978 maintained the integration in its local and regional framework and the international one . 


AOYE cared also in spreading the environmental awareness between the different society sectors and especially the Non-Governmental Organizations that are working in the field of environment and especially in the context of putting into their consideration the current events at regional and international levels and the agreements that Egypt committed to them and also the role of these societies in implementation.


In this framework, AOYE has an effective participant in all of the events and the occasions with the relation in the Mediterranean Sea and Barcelona agreement .. Where AOYE persi and since the beginning on the celebration of the Mediterranean Action Day and differently every year and that through the cooperation and the partnership with the Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development (MIO/ECSDE) as our Mediterranean Partner in Athens, Greece. 


AOYE organized this celebration since 2000 in full cooperation with MIO/ECSDE and passed through many Mediterranean Cities in Egypt in different themes as assigned through our partners.








Adopt Barcelona �Convention in Lebanon 














convention and all its annexes for the purpose to protect and stop the degradation and misuse of the Lebanese marine environment.


This action will be performed in collaboration with environmental and concerned associations under the auspices of the environment minister, in coordination with media's and Lebanese parliament members until the adoption and until the realization of the goals that are:


- Change the inerty state of the convention file to an active one.


- Create a lobby of interested governmental & non governmental people.


- Prepare a full file to be used as reference in the case.


- Adopting continual active steps by AMWAJ & partners to reach the goals needed to protect the sea Mediterranean.











Environment, should ask, with the collaboration of regional associations, for practical actions to protect our sea opulence, which is considered as an international concern, owned by humanity, willingly respected by the user for our future generations.


And despite that Lebanon had agreed on Barcelona convention, we did not till now adopt it.


Therefore the adoption of such convention will make us mrestraining a lot of negative activities on our shore.


As per the recommendation of Katania meeting from 11 – 14 Nov. 2003.


Knowing that Lebanon signed the entrance to the Med – European partnership after the decisions taken during Monaco meeting from 14 till 17 Nov 2001.


And knowing that AMWAJ of environment NGO is a part of MAP, we consider the marine environment as an essential part of our action.


Organize an awareness and pressing campaign to adopt the Barcelona














Despite the fact that all Lebanese & regional & international legislations declare that we have to protect the Mediterranean sea under the responsibility of severe sanctions, and knowing that Lebanon has agreed on Barcelona convention for the Mediterranean sea protection, and signed it on 1976, and signed its modifications on 1995, the condition of the Lebanese shore & sea fills us with a deep sadness & makes us worry when we discover the misuses and the infractions under no repressive means.


If all these decisions, laws & conventions, and especially Barcelona convention, were properly applied, we would have protected our beach and sea from such big damages, deterioration and negative effects from inside & outside.


The deterioration of the coastal environment and negligence to apply properly all signed conventions should make regional & international organizations make a deep move. And we, as Lebanese NGOs acting in the field of 








The Environmental legislations in Lebanon renders Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) more effective











Lebanon has participated in several international conventions for the protection and the management of the Mediterranean including MAP. MAP is an action plan for the protection of marine environment and sustainable development on the Mediterranean coastal regions. Such conventions aim at limiting the degradation rife in the Mediterranean and its coastal areas. Lebanon has become a contracting member in Barcelona convention and a participating member in MAP that was concluded in Barcelona in 1976 then revised in 1995.


The Ministry of Environment (MOE), in collaboration with the MAP and the United Nation Development Programme (UNDP), has implemented a Coastal Management Action Project (CMAP) to develop three coastal cities, namely are: al Damour, al Sarfand and al Naqoura.


The MOE attempted to make “the implementation of  the environmental legislation, on the domestic, regional and international levels”, one of the most prominent features of its strategies. In pursuance of the UNEP theory that stipulates that the “ laws and regulations are the best means to give impetus o the environmental sector”, specially the Lebanese legislation lacks a large number of environmental legislations. In the past five years (1999-2003), on the domestic legislation arena, the Ministry  of Environment endeavored,  to plug the  gaps in the legislations depending on a set of criteria for choosing issues that would be the subject of potential draft laws to be proposed in the future. Such issues are: The need for legislations in terms of the magnitude of the relevant problem in the sector based on the cost of the environmental degradation  the number of enacted legislations and the existing draft laws with the aim of honouring regional and international commitments stipulated in conventions and agreements concluded by the government.


The quality of the potential draft law including the terms of references of the Ministry in handling the different dimensions of the whole sector, applicability, follow up, cost effectiveness and worthiness of the draft law. 





The adoptability of the draft law including the number of the competent public authorities and the scope of interferences of other bodies from outside the sector.


Therefore, the Ministry of Environment prepared and took part in compiling a set of legislations. Some of them have been adopted e.g. ( and some are still being examined by formal circles. These legislations are subdivided into three sections:


-  Sector-oriented legislation / pollution-source legislations.


 - Mediterranean legislations/ pollution -outpour legislations.


On the international legislation level, the Ministry of Environment followed up the relevant conventions, protocols and agreements, in a bid to customize the conventions and the agreements that was concluded on one hand, and to conclude those that have not been concluded yet with the government of Lebanon, on the other hand. There are some conventions and agreements t which the government has not yet joint e.g. Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, Law no 432 of August 8, 2002.


There are some more agreements, conventions and protocols the MOE aims to conclude: like the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea


 and Contiguous Atlantic Areas, and Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean.











30 years of UNEP/MAP  in Tunisia

















The  Barcelona Convention on 1974 ( MAP I), the Regional Activities Centres ( RAC), the revision of the Barcelona Convention and the creation of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD), have positively influenced the sustainable development in the Tunisian policy.


This intergovernmental instrument who celebrate on this year, 2005, her 30 anniversary has played an important role on the reinforcement of the environmental association in Tunisia.


  UNEP/MAP success to translate the global decisions at regional level and to create a consensus between Contracting Parties, EU and Civil society.


It success also to built cooperation between Contracting Parties, EU and Civil society represented on the UNEP/MAP meetings by their National Focal Points. APNEK applied this role since 1990.


  Tunisian NGOs, marginalised on their country, assist on the UNEP/MAP fora, and discuss with their minister and high responsible, this opportunity facilitate the establishment of mutuel respect and positively influenced the NGO’s work in Tunisia. 


  The participation of Tunisian NGO’s on the UNEP/MAP activities give them  occasion to built amical relations with other civil society, establish cooperation and reinforce their capacity building.


- The UNEP/MAP and its RAC especially RAC/SPA in Tunisia, are at the original of the creation of specialised NGO’s in Tunisia as: 


- Association of the Protection of Marin Turtle of Sayada and  Kuriat island











- Association  for the protection of marine ecosystems  


- Association of Diver of Marsa


-Association of the Mediterranean communicators ;


UNEP/MAP encourage   Tunisian NGO’s by its presence and finacial support. This represent an important moral support. UNEP/MAP and APNEK developed  successfully partenariat on which APNEK translate on arabic version, print and distribute the UNEP/MAP bulletin “Medwaves” 33 and 34 numbers.


How 'ever, the originality of UNEP/MAP is the MCSD on which civil society is represented on equal footing with  Contracting Parties representatives.  


APNEK is one of the civil society present on the MCSD until the beginning on 1996 until 1999.


The UNEP/MAP policy recognition of the important NGO’s role was translate at national level and NGO’s began to share decision making with different responsable at different level. Tunisian NGO’s are today represented at the National Commission on Sustainable Development and at the National Commission Fight Desertification...


UNEP/MAP still working in the spirit of the Rio directives in 1992, and this important intergovernmental Mediterranean organisation still playing a key role as a catalyser on the sustainable development process on the Mediterranean area as well as in Tunisia country.





Tunisia and the Mediterranean Action Plan, A model co-operation for sustainable development 




















Tunisia has given, with a personal interest of his President ZINE EL ABIDINE BEN ALI, a pour great importance to improve environmental strategies within a sustainable development in cooperation with all Mediterranean countries.





H.E Nadhir HAMADA. �Minister of environment and sustainable development


�The Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) and its programs is considered for Tunisia one of the most interesting frameworks for regional cooperation, in order to devote efforts by Mediterranean countries for more efficient actions to protect the Mediterranean sea , its ecosystems and natural resources.


The role of MAP in the safeguarding of the sea and coastal areas against pollution and natural resources’ degradation is very important in view of the rapid socio-economic growth of Mediterranean countries. In fact, , notwithstanding the limited Mediterranean space compared with other regions in the world, the recent studies indicate that this region has registered around one-tenth of the world industrial output and a high percentage of global tourist activities due to its splendid natural landscapes and living natural resources characterized by their great diversity. 


The socio-economic and natural factors which distinguish the Mediterranean region from other parts of the world justify the great interest which should be devoted to the environment and the quality of life of people in the region in order to lessen negative environmental effects due to increasing populations and development activities.


MAP has actively contributed to the process of identifying development and environmental challenges faced by mediterranean countries, including Tunisia which gained a lot and continue to gain from activities and studies undertaken by MAP in the field of environmental protection and sustainable development. Tunisia has also benefited from opportunities offered by MAP in the field of international cooperation for more efficient coordination of national efforts for a better environment.


It is important to note that MAP relies more and more on sustainable development approaches in the managing of environment. Many innovative tools and methods have been made available to countries of the region on how to adequately succeed in the process of integrating environmental factors in socio-economic development. Few such tools can be cited: 


integrated management of coastal areas which continue to undergo increasing pressure due to economic and urban activities; efficient 





Management of natural resources such as water and living marine resources; other environmental management tools for different development sectors highlighted by Agenda Med 21 adopted in Tunis by the ministerial conference “Med 21” in November 1994 or recommanded by the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD). 


It is through its participation in the process of working out the above-mentioned regional tools and methods for sustainable development and in the proceedings of the MCSD that Tunisia has acquired a know-how to put into practice sustainable development approaches on a sectoral and territorial bases.


Tunisian ”Agenda 21 National” was in fact inspired from the “Agenda Med 21”; sectoral guides for sustainable development are an adaptation to the Tunisian context of recommendations by the MCSD; the Tunisian Observatory on Environment and Sustainable Development (TOESD) is the Tunisian version of the Mediterranean Observatory; it insures monitoring of the stateof the environment and the process of sustainable development on a national level on the basis of indicators designed in cooperation with MAP.


The Cooperation between Tunisia and MAP continues through the elaboration of the Tunisian Strategy on Sustainable Development (TSSD). This stategy tries to update “Agenda 21 National” and identify adequate approaches to properly deal with new needs emerging from globalization in order to insure necessary safeguards for Tunisian productive sectors and the economy in general. 


Apart from the great benefits resulting from cooperation with MAP, Tunisia has undertaken many innovative initiatives to better protect the environment and insure a sustainable development on a local and regional level. 


Among these initiatives: the preparation of a Regional Environmental Program (REP) for every region in the country (there are 24 regions) using a participative process. These REPs were designed on the basis of regional environmental and socio-economic data; identify challenges for insuring sustainable development and recommend priority actions to reinforce the contribution of regions to development effort in the country. A series of regional environmental and socio-economic indicators (IRACOV) have been established to monitor and assess development efforts in the regions.














Another initiative was the starting of a program named “Shores of Tunisia” which aims at the preservation of selected coastal sites and landscapes using integrated management approaches which combine special features from land and sea for each site. 


MAP is thus invited to orient and adapt these programs to local specificities of countries of the region in order to diversify and reinforce its contribution to the preservation of the environment and the quality of life in mediterranean countries.     











Since the inception of the Arab Network for Environment and Development (RAED), it has always been keen on enhancing the role of the Arab Non Governmental Organizations operating in different environmental structures within its biological environment including the Mediterranean sea. RAED is a full and an effective member in the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP). Since the early beginnings, RAED participated in the preparation for and planning of the establishment of the Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development (MCSD) in 1996. RAED was elected among five organizations to represent the international civil society in the MCSD. Furthermore, RAED was elected as a member of the executive bureau and a rapporteur of the Commission in 2002 and 2003. 











The Arab Network for Environment and Development “RAED” an effective partner in MAP























for appropriate environmental decision making at the suitable time.


The role of RAED did not stop short at that, as it undertook a set of relevant activities e.g.:


Organizing a workshop on sound management of water in Cairo in the period between 10-11 December 2001. This workshop was convocated in collaboration with CEDARE, Global Water Partnership, MIO and MCSD. The workshop aimed at outlining the best practices in conserving water and improving its application.


Organizing a conference with the aim of monitoring the decisions of Johannesburg Summit on the level of countries of Northern Africa and the Mediterranean. In December 6-4, 2004, the conference reviewed the water status in the North African countries, means of sustainable development of water and the roles of the NGOs in conserving the water resources.





Publishing a monthly bulletin called "Environment Forum" funded by MAP since 1998. "Environment Forum" tackled Arab and Mediterranean environment issues and problems and national and regional experiences in alleviating the brunt of such problems. It is worth mentioning that "Environment Forum" is circulated in most of the Arab countries among all domains starting with Arab Environment ministries, Ecologists ending up with RAED members from the NGOs. RAED seeks to increase the effectiveness of its partnership with MAP through implementing specific environmental projects, studying marine environment in Egypt, integrated management of tourism areas and integrated urban development. 














 In 2002, RAED in collaboration with the MCSD, organized a round table discussion on the role of the NGOs in developing and enhancing the Commission, at Antioch in Turkey. Moreover, RAED takes part in various operations of planning and implementations of numerous regional environmental activities. These activities aim at bolstering the participation of Arab civil society in the activities of MAP, in addition to, boosting the flow of information between the two sides the; Mediterranean and the Arab. Within such framework, RAED entered in partnership with the Mediterranean Information Office (MIO), a regional NGO headquartered in Athens, Greece. RAED succeeded as a major partner to such organization by achieving a strong presence on its board of directors represented in four Arab countries namely: Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia and Morocco. In addition, RAED managed to assign an Arab representative as a president participating in the MIO. Such Organization undertakes the implementation of many environmental activities and projects in all Mediterranean countries with the effective collaboration of RAED.


Since the early start, RAED was bent on, in cooperation with the European Mediterranean partner represented in the MIO, enhancing the efforts exerted in introducing the environmental dimension in the different stages of education and publishing environmental pedagogical guides on solid waste and water; to contribute to educating and promoting the environmental concepts within an Arab pedagogical framework. RAED, also, endeavoured to participate in specifying the environmental indices to assess the Mediterranean environmental status. studying forecasted developments and conceiving them as the basic corner stones














